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The Basic Logic of the Construction of Urban Governance
System and Governance Capabilities

Xia Zhigiang / Tan Yi

Abstract: With the acceleration of urbanization process, problems have sprung up in many cities. Thus the modernization of urban
governance system and capabilities has become increasingly urgent.Due to the uniqueness of city governance, it is very necessary that we
searched for the basic logic of the construction of the urban governance system and governance capabilities. Urban governance system and
governance capabilities are closely related to the concept of urban governance. The construction of urban governance system and gover-
nance capabilities takes urban governance concept as the guidance. Urban governance system is the foundation of urban governance ca-
pabilities. And urban governance capabilities are the necessary condition to deal with the "city disease" and to promote the sustainable
development of a city. In the political context of contemporary China, urban governance concept is mainly composed of humanistic gover-
nance conceptas the goal layer, the concept of governance according the law, the system governance concept and the wisdom governance
concept as the method layer. Urban governance system is made up of governance subject, governance object and governance method. Re-
spectively, the three elements deal with three problems: who to govern, govern what and how to govern.Accordingly, urban governance ca-
pabilities are consisted of the urban mobilization ability, urban management ability, urban development ability and fine governance abili -
ty. Urban governance capabilities is corresponding to the theory of urban governance system and meet the demand of the reality of urban
governance practices.

Keywords : Urban Governance; Concept of Urban Governance; Urban Governance System; Urban Governance Capabilities

20



