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How Kangding Represents the Han-Tibetan Relations: the Practice of

Cultural Identities Articulated in City Landscapes

ZHENG Shao-xiong
( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732)

Abstract This paper discusses the historical transformation of the borderland city of Kangding
successively as the port of trade the town of Tusi ( local chieftains) and the contemporary city since the late
imperial period until the current time with the focus on the legends of origin the naming politics the
construction process and the horse race ritual of Kangding. It reflects the cognition of the local society about
the interaction mode of Han and Tibetan people from landscape construction and landscape production. It
argues that the harmonious Han-Tibetan relations rely on such a mechanism that is the members of a society
can develop their respective cultural identities which dialectically define and promote one another and at the
same time obtain hybridity and transcendence of cultural identities through the blurred state of ethnic
boundaries of the authority center ( Mingzheng Chieftain) . In this sense this paper attempts to with profound
anthropological insight contribute to the development of state policies on the governance of ethnic relations in
current China.

Key words cultural identity; landscape; borderland city; Kangding ( Tachienlu) ; Han-Tibetan

relations
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